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Hello and welcome to our second Newsletter! 

The’ core group’ of STRAG continues to work hard 

to gather and circulate information relevant to the 

plans to develop housing on Field Farm, and ensure 

that the concerns and voices of local residents are 

most definitely heard. 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE AMENDED PLANNING 

APPLICATION 

With the help of a planning consultancy, Ken 

Mafham Associates, we submitted on 10th 

December 2012 detailed representations to 

Broxtowe Borough Council in response to the 

amendments to Westerman’s Outline Planning 

Application.  

 

We chose this route as we were being bombarded 

by a vast amount of technical data and we needed 

someone who had the expertise of the profession to 

address these. 

 

The main points we made were: 

- Our analysis of the Council’s Strategic 

Housing Land Availability Assessment 

(SHLAA) indicates that many alternative 

sites, identified for possible mid-term 

development, could be moved forward, and 

that on the other hand development on Field 

Farm may not proceed as swiftly as expected 

by the Council;  

- Allowing building on Greenbelt first would 

significantly reduce incentives for developers 

to convert brown field sites, against prevalent 

policies; 

- In any case it would be absolutely premature 

to grant planning permission now. 

Exceptional circumstances justifying the 

release of Greenbelt must be determined 

looking at the broader picture. This will 

happen at the Public Examination on the 

Greater Nottingham Aligned Core Strategies 

in only a few months from now. 

Although we have had to pay the consultant a 

modest fee, we feel that it was well worth it and the 

best action we could have taken under the 

circumstances. He continues to advise us on a 

number of issues. 

 

FUND RAISING  

We have now opened a bank account with the Co-

operative bank to collect contributions and 

donations to help pay for our actions (Planning 

Consultant’s fee, prints etc.).  Please make a 

contribution if you can, however small or large, so 

that we can continue the fight to save our green 

space:        Account holder:  Friends of Field Farm 

Account No:  65624434 / Sort Code:  08-92-99 

 

If you would rather pay by cheque, simply contact us  

 

ALIGNED CORE STRATEGIES  

The Borough Council just decided on its Cabinet 

meeting of 29 January to launch an additional stage 

of consultation on amendments to the Core 

Strategy, to take into account the announcement of 

the HS2 railway’s proposed route including a station 

at Toton Sidings.  The council hasn’t decided yet 

whether this consultation will be limited to 

designating a “Strategic area for growth” at Toton 

or also take into account the implications for the 

rest of the borough.  In any case the approval of the 

Core Strategy for submission to the Government, 

initially scheduled for 27 February (with only minor 

amendments, as indicated by a draft released by 

Gedling Borough Council), will now happen in May 

at the earliest.  We will keep you updated and 

STRAG will be calling for the Field Farm planning 

application to be decided after the ACS’ Public 

Examination and at a full council meeting.  

 

Note that the Regional Plan, on which the ACS’s 

housing target figures are based, is likely to be 

revoked shortly, possibly already in March.  

 



TROWELL PARISH COUNCIL AND THE GIFT 

FROM MR WESTERMAN 

Trowell PC has recently decided to accept the offer 

from Mr Westerman to gift them the field between 

Pit Lane, Boundary Brook and the Recreation Area 

as well as some £25K if his development goes 

ahead.  No concrete plans are in place as to how to 

manage this land, which may need very expensive 

drainage works.  Also, this wouldn’t prevent 

development on the other part of Westerman’s land 

located in Trowell, the field to the east between the 

brook and the railway; that area is of paramount 

value, as part of the regional ecological corridor and 

to contain further development towards Coventry 

Lane.  Read the minutes at www.trowell.org.uk to 

fully understand the current position of the Council. 

 

STAPLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL AND TRAVEL 

ASSESSMENT 

As reported earlier, Stapleford TC voted 

unanimously on 30th November in favour of 

requesting Broxtowe BC and the competent 

agencies to conduct a truly independent traffic 

impact assessment.  It was acknowledged that the 

developer had failed to convincingly answer 

concerns over congestion. 

 

We understand that Stapleford TC has not received 

a reply.  We will be writing ourselves to all 

concerned, reiterating what Stapleford TC has 

requested and asking to be involved in defining the 

field of study. 

TRAFFIC ASSESSMENT 

In the event of Broxtowe BC not addressing the 

concerns of STC, we have decided to conduct our 

own survey.  When we have finalised the document 

we will be sharing it with you all and going from 

house to house to collect important data on 

residents’ transport behaviour, which will show 

evidence of an inadequate road infrastructure in our 

part of Broxtowe.  It is ridiculous to dismiss impact 

on junctions such as Sherwin Arms or Coventry 

Lane/Ilkeston Road on the ground that these are 

already overloaded, or to expect that a significantly 

larger percentage of people than now will walk or 

cycle in the near future.   

 

SHLAA - OUR OWN HOUSING LAND 

AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENT 

Some time ago representatives of Broxtowe BC 

invited us to suggest ‘‘where in the borough can we 

build all these houses if not on green belt?’’  We are 

going to continue our critical revision of the 

“SHLAA” and collect information on any site in the 

borough, especially brown field, that could be used 

for housing.  It may be that Broxtowe BC have not 

considered all the alternatives. We will be putting 

together a comprehensive map showing clearly sites 

other than those on our precious green belt. We 

need your help to do this so if you know of any 

sites, please email us the location and any other 

details available such as ownership etc. 

 

 

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP 

 

- Email us with comments, suggestions and feedback;  

- Inform us and Broxtowe’s Head of Planning and Building Control of any suspicious behaviour you may 

observe on Field Farm (quoting dates and if possible with pictures) – there has indeed been some dubious 

spraying ahead of the agricultural and ecological assessments in 2011; 

- Write to your local Councillors and Broxtowe’s Head of Planning and Building Control; Speak out on 

Stapleford Community Group and Bramcote Today forums; Write to the press; 

- Make sure every member of your household and your friends and neighbours read this newsletter;  

encourage them to email us to sign up for our mailing list. 

- To view the Planning Application submitted by Westerman’s and the additional information, including some 

documents revised in late December 2012, go to planning.broxtowe.gov.uk and enter ref. 11/00758/OUT. 

 

 

JOINING STRAG’S CORE GROUP? 

If you would like to be more involved in the group, 

please email us.  We meet up locally for a couple of 

hours every few weeks and welcome new members. 

 

If you do not wish to receive these Newsletters, 

please simply email to advise us. 

 

CONTACT: 

 

E-mail: strag@live.co.uk 

Website: e-voice.org.uk/strag 
 


