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A BETTER ALTERNATIVE  

FOR FIELD FARM? 

WE NEED YOUR OPINION! 
 

 

 

WELCOME TO OUR FIFTH NEWSLETTER: 
 

A quick introduction for new readers: This Newsletter 

is produced at irregular intervals by Stapleford and 

Trowell Rural Action Group (STRAG) to inform the 

community about the future of Field Farm. Field Farm is 

a 30 hectare rural site which was part of the 

Nottingham-Derby Green Belt until excluded in the 

recent local plan, the Greater Nottingham Aligned Core 

Strategies. It comprises five farmed fields and a mature 

plantation, located in Stapleford and Trowell, between 

the A6007 (Ilkeston Road/Trowell Road/ Stapleford 

Road), the Pit Lane Recreation Area, the railway line, 

Stapleford Hill woodland and Mayfield Drive. Last 

November, Broxtowe Borough Council granted outline 

planning permission to the owner (Westerman Homes) 

to build up to 450 houses on the site. STRAG has been 

opposing housing development at Field Farm since 

before 2000 because: 

- it is part of a unique wildlife corridor between 

Wollaton Park and the open countryside,  

- it is a recreation area very valuable to the local 

community and beyond,  

- it is essential to preserving the separate identities 

of Trowell and Stapleford and  

- such a development will put a huge pressure on the 

current transport and services infrastructure 

without any effective mitigation measure in sight. 

You can follow the history of our campaigns on our 

website, e-voice.org.uk/strag.  

The detailed planning documents can all be found at 

planning.broxtowe.gov.uk, application ref.  11/00758.

 

WE HAVE LOST ONE BATTLE, BUT THERE 

IS STILL MUCH AT STAKE! 
 

It is now highly likely that the 450 dwellings will be 

built on the site. But the development has only 

received outline planning permission, with nothing 

set in stone except the access points, so the design is 

still completely negotiable. And looking at the 

provisional plans, 20% of the development could 

account for 80% of the damage! 

 

The main part of the site consists of two large 

adjacent agricultural fields (plus a third one on which 

no development is foreseen), bordering on existing 

built-up area on two sides, a plantation and Boundary 

Brook on the others, with a slope upward toward the 

established plantation to the east.  

 

But east of the old farm buildings, about 100 houses 

are planned on two smaller fields, nestled between 

the plantation, Stapleford Hills Woodland and the 

railway either side of the brook, one in Trowell and 

one in Stapleford (yellow marked area on the picture 

above).  

 

The unique ecological corridor connecting the city 

with the open countryside (Wollaton Park – Bramcote 

Ridge – Stapleford Hill – Nottingham Canal),runs 

through here and would be cut through by a road 

over the brook. All grade 2 agricultural land of the site 

is also contained in this area, and it is crossed by a 

major public right of way (Robin Hood Way and the 

newly established Erewash Valley Trail). 

 

 

 

<- The temporary layout as planned by the developers 

(Design & Access Statement, Rev. A, Fig. 5.2, 

© Westerman Homes 11/2012) 



STRAG is not the only group saying that it is 

essential that these two fields are preserved: 

“In ecological terms, we feel it would be most preferable 

to leave the land north of the plantation undeveloped.” 

– Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trusts 

“The area adjacent to the railway line should be 

withdrawn from the development and retained as open 

space.” – Stapleford Town Council 

“The Parish Council has objected to any housing 

development on greenbelt land within the parish.” – 

Trowell Parish Council 

 

THE ALTERNATIVE: SLIGHTLY HIGHER 

DENSITIES AND AN EXTENDED LOCAL 

NATURE RESERVE 

We would like to put the following alternative: 

relocate approximately 100 dwellings from the 

north-eastern part into the main site, by including 

a limited number of 2- and 3-storey apartment 

buildings.  

We are not talking here about 1960’s blocks of flats, 

but about attractive, high-quality family apartments 

well integrated among more traditional houses. 

Concentration allows a significant saving of space (for 

both living quarters and parking) and if you think 

about it, a 3-storey flat-roof building is no higher than 

a 2-storey pitched roof house. There can be green 

roofs, with positive visual and ecological impact. Also, 

this could help create a centre for the new 

neighbourhood and avoid another of those soulless 

commuters’ developments. Buyers would be more 

attracted to a state-of-the-art, roomy apartment with 

nature at its doorstep than to a house with a tiny 

garden along the railway line and at the back of the 

crematorium! 

In this way, the Field Farm development would have 

proper defensible topographic boundaries: Boundary 

Brook to the north and the ridge covered by the 

established plantation to the east. It would remain 

shielded from view from the north. 

Obviously, we wouldn’t want this to go ahead only to 

see a further planning application for the remaining 

land a few years down the line... This is why Broxtowe 

Borough Council should negotiate with the developer 

the designation of the safeguarded land as an 

extension of Stapleford Hills Woodland Local 

Nature Reserve. Well-targeted management could 

enhance the biodiversity for the benefit of our bats, 

owls, water voles, grass snakes and occasional deer. 

Examples of well-designed, modern apartment houses 

Remember: only outline planning permission has 

been granted. It is now up to Broxtowe Borough 

Council to listen to its residents and support an 

innovative flagship project, or simply go down the 

road of least effort and least long-term benefit. 

We need your opinion! 

What do you think of our proposals? 

Are you willing to get involved in promoting this 

plan? 

Please e-mail your feedback to strag@live.co.uk. 

With the elections around the corner, we will take it 

to all prospective candidates and we hope to make a 

difference! 

 

 
The view we hope to save: (view south from Nottingham Canal, Swancar Bridge).  

 

CONTACT:  E-mail: strag@live.co.uk  Website: e-voice.org.uk/strag 
If you do not wish to receive these Newsletters in the future, please simply email to advise us. 


